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Feedback on a proposal for promotion of AC by croquet clubs 
 
Background 
 
Greg Bryant (Sport Development Officer, Croquet NZ), sent the WCA the following email in 
January.  The email was forwarded to the WCA Executive, and also the Club Captains (cc’d 
to Secretaries) of all ten clubs in the Wellington Region, asking for feedback about a concept 
for giving AC a boost.  Here is the original message, followed by some comments from Greg, 
and then comments from members of various clubs – they are in alphabetical order of clubs. 
 
-------- Forwarded Message --------  
Subject: AC promotion 

Date: Thu, 24 Jan 2019 10:56:06 +1300
From: gregbryant@xtra.co.nz 

To: pgaylia@gmail.com 

 
Hi Gaylia,  
  
An idea that promotes AC participation for GC players has been forwarded from a CNZ 
Committee member and I would appreciate some feedback from the WCA regarding it’s 
potential, pitfalls etc. 
  

Concept  

Identify 8 GC players who are willing to give AC a try. Identify 8 senior AC players who are 
willing to give up a day of their time. Identify one senior AC player who is willing to 
continue coaching after the initial day. 

Format for 1-day event 

4 rounds of doubles on half size lawns. This means the event can be played at a two-lawn 
club, providing they can set out four half-lawns. Each game will last 90 minutes. 

Round 1: Normal games of AC doubles, except that the senior plays all the croquet 
strokes and the GC player plays all the single ball strokes. 

Round 2: Normal games of AC doubles, except that the senior plays all the croquet 
strokes apart from take-offs and the GC player plays all the single ball strokes. 

Round 3: Alternate stroke doubles 

Round 4: Alternate stroke doubles 

This may gradually, but quite quickly, introduce the GC players to all aspects of AC, but 
give them a senior partner to help them. 

Morning tea after round 1, lunch would be provided after round 2, and an afternoon tea 
after round 4. 

If numbers were sufficient, may be duplicated at other clubs in the region. 

After the one-day session, a senior AC player would arrange more coaching for the 
players who could then play amongst themselves using concepts such as full bisque play 
and gradually moving on to playing on full size lawns. 

New players may then enter into the local Arthur Ross and other appropriate events 
facilitated by the club/association. 
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Comments from the CNZ Sport Development Officer (Greg Bryant) 

CNZ can deliver support for this initiative through; 

a. Coaching coaches workshops & coach resources 

b. Intro-AC coaching sessions for players 

There was also a suggestion in the initial correspondence that some CNZ financial assistance 
may be considered to cover the cost of lunch etc.  However, iIt may be more beneficial for 
CNZ to assist with/endorse funding applications for any additional equipment (extra hoops), 
coaching resources for coaches etc. 

Comments from Kelburn (Caroline Townsend-Green) 

Barry and I were discussing this and Barry said his croquet club in the UK is starting to do One 
Ball Croquet - I am sure you know this - it was on the Oxford website.  See Appendix at the 
end of this document. 

It might be good to try and see if this does help over here.   

Comments from Paraparaumu (Bob McKenzie) 

Purely my thoughts at this stage. (our committee meeting is on friday). I will recommend that 
we support the concept of Greg’s thoughts. We are actively encouraging members to think 
about AC and have introduced some stroke play to some members. However, we are still 
investigating the possibility of taking AC introductions further. 

Getting 16 players for a mini tournament, as suggested by Greg would be a huge challenge.  

Comments from Plimmerton (Tom Berryman)  

A couple of years ago Plimmerton tried Round 1 as a gala day format for all attendees on full-
size lawns.  However, this was not well received.  There was a sense that we were trying to 
push AC onto a group who didn’t really want to know.  Our GC group shows little interest in 
AC despite offers of coaching and occasional demonstrations.  We are actually seeing greater 
interest in people playing ricochet.  Ex AC players finding AC too tough on aging bodies and 
GC players looking for something less challenging and closer to GC than what AC has to 
offer.  GCers like to chat and be social.  They note that ACers prefer to play singles and spend 
lots of time sitting in the shelter and not actually playing. 

The half court concept for AC training is a good idea.  Many years ago, when AC was all we 
offered at Plimmerton, we did use half courts for new player training and they were successful, 
but with GC now our front door to membership half courts have dropped off the radar.  

To introduce the concept at Plimmerton, the big challenge really is finding the willing eight GC 
players.  We would probably have sufficient “senior” B-grade to A-Grade players available and 
could probably rustle up some old hoops. 

But the big jump in the concept is the playing of alternate strokes in round 3 and round 4.  With 
no prior experience of croquet strokes alternate stroke play might see the need for multiple 
attempts for the newbies to enable them to achieve reasonable stroke outcomes – although 
half courts would make for easier croquet strokes.  

But certainly worth a go. 

These are just my personal comments.  We have a committee meeting on 14 February and 
can discuss then.   

Comments from Plimmerton (Kelvin Watson)  

Depending on the total response, perhaps a regional affair at one venue would produce 
enough numbers. 
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Comments from Waikanae (Francie Vagg) 

We have had two experiences of trying to get GC players into AC in the past two years.  The 
first year the GC players were teamed up with AC players on normal lawns with shortened 
sessions, and in-play coaching, over several sessions, with the inducement of a competition 
with a cash prize.  Out of an initial group of 8 - 10 people 2 players progressed to become 
good AC players (because they put in the hard yards and supported each other).  The others 
either dropped out during the sessions, or if they finished did not continue playing AC. 

This season I have taken two GC players for 8 sessions of 1 ½ hrs, starting with mainly 
whiteboard work and demonstrations, accompanied by notes, then moving gradually on to 
lawn exercises aimed at introducing them gradually to techniques, the different strokes, 
terminology, lawn etiquette, etc., etc., ending with playing each other.  In other words, going 
back to the traditional way of teaching AC.  During this period two of the GC players who were 
in the previous seasons group asked to come back for more lessons.  It was evident that they 
were still very unsure of virtually every aspect of the AC game.  They also showed faults in 
stroke techniques which indicated that the basics had not been covered before they even 
started playing GC.  Talking to them about the training they felt a more structured and gradual 
approach was much better, and also stressed the need for accompanying notes. 

It seems to me that AC croquet is a very complicated game with unique terminologies and 
techniques, and learning it is a bit like learning a new language.  It takes time and it has to be 
done properly to attain fluency.  If short cuts are taken bad habits may form and be difficult to 
eradicate later, or a clear understanding of the game may never be achieved and the student 
will lose interest, especially if they are shy or uncertain about exhibiting their shortcomings in 
front of others during normal club day games.  

Another comment I would make is that when teaching AC beginners, they should not be 
blinded by science.  In other words, keep to basics until the beginners are familiar and 
comfortable with the terminology and play strategies.    

I am hopeful that by getting more GC players playing AC in this gradual way, other GC players 
will be see that it is not as frightening as they think!  At our club we also need to make sure 
that all new members are given basic lessons in the different grips, and stroke and shot 
techniques. 

Comments from Waikanae (Yvonne Fraser) 

It looks like a good idea, but for Waikanae and maybe other clubs, 4 players would be a good 
number.  I don't think that we would downsize the lawns.  Shortening the time of games is also 
a good idea as 90 minutes is the time they play for golf on club days, I think. The length of 
Association games is a sticking point for golf players as they think it is too long.   

There are shortened games in the year book which could be used, although that may be 
confusing.  

Comments from Wellington (Jacqueline Owen) 

I've seen a quite a few GC players who seem ideal candidates for AC (eg strong roqueting 
skills and good strategy) - this may be way to encourage them to have a go at AC without 
committing the usual time per game/so much waiting around. 

I think most WCA clubs have a good pool of AC players all capable of passing on 
knowledge?  Half size lawns may be a challenge ..... 
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A Guide for New Players of One-Ball 

One-Ball is a variant of Association Croquet but instead of each player having two balls each has just 
one. The impact of this simple change is to make lengthy breaks quite rare, except by very good 
players. Indeed, One-Ball is not dissimilar to GC, in that most turns comprise a single shot, which is 
used to take position or to aim at another ball. However, the tactical decisions in One-Ball are 
interesting and most games last less than 30 minutes, so a whole mini-tournament can be played in 
three to four hours. 

Association Croquet rules are used throughout, but of course there are only a few which players need to 
know well. Foremost of these are: 

• The winner of the toss can elect either to start first or go second (and usually chooses second). 

• Balls are played on to the lawn from the ‘south baulk-line’, which is half of the boundary, from 
corner one to mid-way towards corner two. 

• At any time in the game, when you hit, or ‘roquet’, opponent’s ball you pick up yours and place it 
next to the other, then you ‘take croquet’, which is striking your ball and simultaneously moving 
the other. Finally, you get a further, ‘continuation’ shot, with which you can do 
anything except roquet again. 

• When you run a hoop you also get one extra shot, which can be used for a roquet. 

• When in a croquet stroke either ball goes off the lawn then it is end of turn. Balls that go off the 
lawn are replaced on the yard line. 

• Unlike GC, both players have to get their balls through every hoop; and the first to run twelve 
hoops and the peg-out is the winner. 

• A more complicated rule that you need to be aware of is called ‘wiring’. After croqueting 
opponent’s ball you must not hide behind a hoop or the peg; you must leave you opponent a full 
ball to aim at. If you don’t then he is entitled to lift his ball to either baulk (north or south). 

There are, of course, many other laws, including those dealing with errors and faults. If in any doubt ask 
a referee. 

Most One-Ball is handicapped, with one player being provided a number of ‘bisques’. Each whole 
bisque can be used for a free turn at any time. A half bisque is used for a free turn with the proviso that 
you cannot then run a hoop. 

As One-Ball has become increasingly popular among GC players, organisers have recently exercised 
their minds about how to come up with a fair way of handicapping them. The following is now in wide 
usage: Each player’s One-Ball handicap will be the lowest of (a) their AC handicap, (b) 2.5 times their 
GC handicap and (c) 20. The higher handicapped player will get bisques equal to the difference in One-
Ball handicaps, divided by three, then rounded to the nearest half. (e.g. a 10 plays a 5: 10 - 5= 5 / 3= 
1.66; therefore 1.5 bisques.) 

This simple guide is no place to discuss tactics. Suffice it to say that most turns begin with a decision 
whether to be attacking or to make a defensive play. Additionally, the higher handicapped player’s use 
of bisques, in attack or defence, will be key to his chance of winning. For example: 

• You have a six-foot, angled hoop one, while opponent is for hoop two and a few yards to one 
side. Instead of trying your dodgy hoop and then probably having to take a bisque towards oppo, 
instead use your bisque to get tight in front of your hoop, then wait for the opponent to sit in front 
of his before running your hoop hard right down to near his; roquet his ball, croquet yours into 
position, run the hoop and roquet his again. 

• You are for hoop three but not in a good running position, while opponent is in front of his next 
hoop, four. Aim at his ball softly enough such that if you miss then you can take a bisque and 
roquet his ball back to your hoop. 

• You are not near your next hoop but the opponent is in front of his next. Take a half bisque to 
knock his away. 

 


